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T H E V I C T O R I A N A T U R A L X S T 

P u b l i s h e d by 
THE VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

V o l . 2 2 , No.5 J a n u a r y 1966 

COVER PICTURE 
(Reproduced from a d r a w i n g by M i s s E m i l y S a r t a i n ) 

L y s u r u s g a r d n e r i (synonym L y s u r u s a u s t r a l i e n s i s ) i s a 
fungus w h i c h has gone under s e v e r a l o t h e r names due to 
the f a c t t h a t i t was d i s c o v e r e d , d e s c r i b e d and named by 
m y c o l o g i s t s i n w i d e l y s e p a r a t e d p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d . I t 
i s common i n A u s t r a l i a and New Z e a l a n d , i n I n d i a , C e y l o n 
and J a v a . B u t t h e r e have been o n l y f o u r r e c o r d s o f i t i n 
G r e a t B r i t a i n and o n l y s i x i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ( N o r t h e r n 
and C e n t r a l S t a t e s ) . 

The b e s t a c c o u n t o f t h e h i s t o r y o f t h i s fungus w i l l be 
f o u n d i n J o h n Ramsbottom's "Mushrooms and T o a d s t o o l s " ( 3 r d 
i m p r e s s i o n 1959), a C o l l i n s p u b l i c a t i o n . I n c i d e n t a l l y , 
t h i s book i s a t r e a s u r e - h o u s e o f f a s c i n a t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n 
on f u n g i i n g e n e r a l . 

A c c o r d i n g t o a l e t t e r j u s t r e c e i v e d from Dr. J . W. 
G r o v e s , o u r N a t i o n a l H e r b a r i u m a t Ottawa has had t h r e e 
r e c o r d s as f o l l o w s : -

1. 1936 i n R u s s e l l , O n t a r i o , j u s t e a s t o f Ottawa. 
2. 1937 i n P a p i n e a u County, Quebec. 
3. 1955 on S l a u g h t e r House Road j u s t west o f Ottawa. 
The f i r s t c o l l e c t i o n s i n W e s t e rn Canada were made 

t h i s f a 1 1 : ¬
1. From Cedar H i l l X Road, G r e a t e r V i c t o r i a , B. C., 

f o u n d by Mr. and Mrs. H. S t e g g l e s , November 14, 1965. 
2. From W h i t e Rock, B.C., found by Mr. K a r l Warse , 

and t a k e n t o D r . R . J . B a n d o n i , U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a (no e x a c t d a t e ) . 

B o t h t h e s e B. C. c o l l e c t i o n s were from sawdust p i l e s ; 
o u r s h e r e were found g r o w i n g i n g r e a t abundance i n a 
m i x t u r e o f sawdust and manure c l e a r e d from t h e s t a b l e s 
o f the V i c t o r i a R i d i n g Academy. 

The mycelium o c c u r s i n g r e a t q u a n t i t y p r o d u c i n g g l o 
b u l a r f r u i t s w h i c h a r e pushed up to t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e 
sawdust, a p p e a r i n g as w h i t e m a r b l e s w h i c h may grow t o 
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hen's egg s i z e . E a c h "egg" i s b u r s t by p r e s s u r e o f t h e 
g r o w t h w i t h i n w h i c h i n a few hours becomes a f o u r t o s i x 
i n c h w h i t i s h , c y c l i n d r i c a l h o l l o w stem surmounted by 5, 
6 o r 7 r e d d i s h - b r o w n "arms". 

The s t i c k y g r e e n i s h spore-mass i s p r o d u c e d on t h e i n 
n e r s u r f a c e s o f t h e s e arms and i n t h e p r o c e s s g i v e s o f f a 
most o f f e n s i v e odour v e r y a t t r a c t i v e t o i n s e c t s w h i c h t h u s 
s e r v e t o d i s s e m i n a t e t h e s p o r e s . 

The b u r s t membrane o f t h e "egg" remains e n c l o s i n g t h e 
base o f the stem s u p e r f i c i a l l y r e s e m b l i n g t h e v o l v a o f an 
a m a n i t a . However, t h e c o n n e c t i o n between stem and v o l v a 
i s v e r y s l i g h t and t h e mature top-heavy stem soon t o p p l e s 
o v e r and b e g i n s t o d r y o u t . T h i s p o s i t i o n p r o b a b l y i n 
c r e a s e s t h e chances o f t h e s p o r e s b e i n g r e a c h e d by a g r e a t e r 
number and v a r i e t y o f i n s e c t s . 

L y s u r u s g a r d n e r i b e l o n g s i n t h e O r d e r P h a l l a l e s 
( S t i n k h o r n Group) and as such i s t r u l y a c r e d i t t o i t s r e 
l a t i v e s . 

M. C. M e l b u r n . 
* * * * * * 

BIRD REVIEW FOR 1965 
by A.R. D a v i d s o n 

The e a r l y months o f t h e y e a r were m i l d , w i t h v e r y 
l i t t l e snow o r f r o s t , so t h e g r o u n d - f e e d i n g w i n t e r r e s i 
d e n t s , s u c h as song and f o x s p a r r o w s , towhees, Bewick wrens, 
s k y l a r k s and meadowlarks, came t h r o u g h i n good numbers. 

The s p r i n g m i g r a n t s from t h e s o u t h a r r i v e d , as u s u a l , 
r i g h t on t i m e , b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e v i o l e t - g r e e n s w a l l o w s on 
March 8 t h , f o l l o w e d by t h e r u f o u s hummingbirds (male) on 
th e 2 8 t h and t h e w h i t e - c r o w n e d s p a r r o w s two days l a t e r . 
Then came t h e w a r b l e r s , v i r e o s , f l y c a t c h e r s and t h e o t h e r 
s w a l l o w s . The l a s t m i g r a n t s a r e a l w a y s t h e n i g h t h a w k s , 
w h i c h we d i d n o t see u n t i l June 1 0 t h , and they were i n 
v e r y s m a l l numbers. 

Three weeks l a t e r , on J u l y 3 r d , t o be e x a c t , we r e c o r 
ded t h e f i r s t r e t u r n i n g m i g r a n t from t h e n o r t h , t h e l e a s t 
and w e s t e r n s a n d p i p e r s , t h e n , i n r a p i d s u c c e s s i o n , came t h e 
o t h e r s h o r e b i r d s . D o w i t c h e r s and g r e a t e r y e l l o w l e g s on 
the 1 0 t h , s u r f b i r d s on the 1 2 t h , b l a c k t u r n s t o n e s on t h e 
16 t h , s a n d e r i n g s on t h e 1 7 t h , s e m i p a l m a t e d p l o v e r on 
A u g u s t 7 t h , w a n d e r i n g t a t t l e r s t h e n e x t day and b l a c k - b e l l i e d 
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p l o v e r on t h e 9 t h , N o r t h e r n p h a l a r o p e s showed up o f f s h o r e 
on t h e 6 t h and c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h September. G o l d e n p l o v e r 
were seen on S e p t , 1 5 t h , d u n l i n on O c t o b e r 5 t h , and A l e u t i a n 
s a n d p i p e r s , a l w a y s t h e l a s t , on O c t o b e r 1 9 t h . 

The sea b i r d s n e v e r f a i l u s , and have r e t u r n e d i n good 
numbersj commencing w i t h t h e h o r n e d grebe on A u g u s t 8 t h , 
w i t h the A m e r i c a n g o l d e n e y e l a s t as u s u a l on November 8 t h , 

There was a good showing o f common t e r n s from A u g u s t 
8 t h , w i t h t h e p a r a s i t i c j a e g e r s i n a t t e n d a n c e . 

The t u r k e y v u l t u r e s came t h r o u g h from S e p t . 2 4 t h t o 
the b e g i n n i n g o f O c t o b e r , p o s s i b l y 200 b e i n g seen a l t o g e t h e r . 

A few b l u e - w i n g e d and cinnamon t e a l were seen between 
May 1 s t and t h e 2 8 t h . 

One o f t h e i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s o f t h e f a l l months 
has been t h e p r e s e n c e o f s e v e r a l s m a l l f l o c k s o f w h i s t l i n g 
swans, w h i c h a t t h i s w r i t i n g , can s t i l l be seen on M a r t i n -
d a l e Road. 

P u r p l e m a r t i n n e s t e d In s m a l l numbers r i g h t i n V i c t o r i a 
on o l d p i l e s and a f a i r number i n t h e H i g h l a n d d i s t r i c t i n 
o l d f l i c k e r h o l e s on t a l l snags. 

The u n u s u a l b i r d s o f the y e a r were as f o l l o w s : 
2 Emperor geese a t C l o v e r P o i n t on March 3 r d . 
A male m o u n t a i n b l u e b i r d on May 14th on t h e V i c t o r i a 

G o l f C o u r s e . 
Three o t h e r mountain b l u e b i r d s were seen on A p r i l on 

S a l t S p r i n g I s l a n d , two males and one f e m a l e . 
2 C l a r k ' s n u t c r a c k e r s a t M e t c h o s i n on S e p t . 23rd. 
1 Say's phoebe on Beach D r i v e on November 6 t h . 
The l a t t e r t h r e e s p e c i e s a r e a l l summer r e s i d e n t s o f 

the Okanagan V a l l e y and e a s t w a r d , and v e r y u n u s u a l h e r e . 
A few s a n d h i l l c r a n e s were r e p o r t e d from M e t c h o s i n 

d u r i n g November. 
T h i s y e a r t h e m i g r a t i o n has been e q u a l t o t h a t o f r e 

c e n t y e a r s , w h i c h i s c o n s i d e r a b l y below t h a t o f even f i f 
t e e n t o twenty y e a r s ago, w h i l e the r e s i d e n t s m a l l b i r d s 
a r e a l s o i n f e w e r numbers. B u t when most p e o p l e , h e r e 
and e l s e w h e r e , who have g a r d e n s , use v a r i o u s p e s t i c i d e s 
and w e e d k i l l e r s , we c a n n o t hope t h a t t h e b i r d s w i l l be 
a b l e t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r numbers, save t h o s e few w h i c h a r e 
more r e s i s t a n t t o p o i s o n s . 

CORRECTION: The Freeman F, K i n g S c h o l a r s h i p Fund began 
i n 1964, n o t 1965 as s t a t e d i n t h e December i s s u e . 
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JUNIOR JOTTINGS 
by Freeman K i n g 

The f a l l and e a r l y w i n t e r a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e J u n i o r 
B r a n c h have been v a r i e d and a c t i v e . Our a v e r a g e t u r n - o u t 
on S a t u r d a y s has been, f o r t h e younger s e c t i o n , a b out 50 
and f o r t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e s e c t i o n a b out 45. Even a t t h a t 
a l l members do n o t t u r n o u t . ( P e r h a p s t h i s i s a l l f o r 
t h e b e s t . ) 

F i e l d t r i p s have been made to see t h e salmon spawn 
a t C o l d s t r e a m , t o T h e t i s Lake, P r i o r L a k e , t h e P a n h a n d l e 
and o f c o u r s e t o F r a n c i s P a r k . On e a c h and e v e r y t r i p 
s o m e t h i n g new has been seen and s o m e t h i n g new has been 
l e a r n e d . I t may be w i n t e r b u t t h e r e a r e mosses, l i c h e n s 
and o f c o u r s e f u n g i t o see and s t u d y . 

Those i n t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e s e c t i o n d i d a f i r s t c l a s s 
j o b o f c l e a r i n g and b u r n i n g the b r a n c h e s e t c . o f t h o s e 
t r e e s t h a t have been f e l l e d b ecause t h e y were i n t h e way 
o f t h e Lab. They a l s o have made a good s t a r t on t h e " s t r i p 
s u r v e y " o f a l l t h e t h i n g s t h a t grow and l i v e i n F r a n c i s 
P a r k . 

The l e a d e r group have been h o l d i n g t h e i r m o n t h l y cook-
o u t s ; once a t G o l d s t r e a m , where t h e r e was o n l y wet wood to 
l i g h t t h e f i r e s , and once to Young Lake a t Sooke where 
they e x p l o r e d t h e "Cougar Caves". 

"̂ ^ ^ 't* ^ 

COPIES OF THE NATURALIST 
URGENTLY NEEDED. 

The f o l l o w i n g c o p i e s o f t h e V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t a r e 
needed to c o m p l e t e t h e f i l e s f o r t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f V i c 
t o r i a : 

V o l . 2 0 - No.9; V o l . 1 6 - No.2; 
V o l . 1 4 - No.3; V o l . 8 - No.2 

V o l . 4 - Nos. 1 & 2. 

Anyone h a v i n g any o f t h e s e c o p i e s t o s p a r e p l e a s e hand 
them i n o r send them to M i s s E n i d Lemon. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
by D o r o t h y Palmer 

B e n e f i c i a l I n s e c t s 
by L e s t e r A . S w a n , p u b l i s h e d by H a r p e r and Row,N.Y. 

(1964) 
"There seems to be a n a t u r a l scheme o f t h i n g s t o 

w h i c h f i n a n c i a l men w ould r e f e r as d i v e r s i f i e d i n v e s t 
ment. I t i s t h e t o t a l o f a l l t h e f a c t o r s , some o f them 
v e r y s m a l l , t h a t m a i n t a i n s t h e b a l a n c e " A . D . P i c k e t . 

Above i s one o f t h e a p t q u o t a t i o n s u s e d as c h a p t e r 
h e a d i n g s w h i c h enhance t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g book. E v e r y 
c h a p t e r has much i n t e r e s t t o a l l n a t u r a l i s t s and t h e i n 
f o r m a t i o n t h e r e i n enormously widens o u r p e r c e p t i o n and 
a p p r e c i a t i o n . I f b i r d s a r e y o u r s p e c i a l t y t h e y a r e h e r e , 
and l i z a r d s and f r o g , t o a d s , s a l a m a n d e r s , shrews and m i c e , 
b a t s , s k u n k s , s p i d e r s , AND B e n e f i c i a l I n s e c t s . 

There a r e f a s c i n a t i n g a c c o u n t s o f t h e b e h a v i o u r and 
c o m p l i c a t e d i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f i n s e c t l i v e s . I t i s 
e a s y to l i k e dragonflies„ l a d y b e e t l e s and g r e e n l a c e -
w i n g s ; a f t e r r e a d i n g t h i s book we know t h a t many u n a t t r a c 
t i v e l i f e - f o r m s a r e o u r f r i e n d s t o o . We t a k e k i n d l y t o 
t h e v e d a l i a b e e t l e f e e d i n g on c o t t o n c u s h i o n y s c a l e and 
a n o t h e r b e e t l e f e e d i n g on mealy bug, and we l e a r n t h a t 
u s e f u l b e e t l e s , f o r m e r l y numerous, a r e now a l m o s t e l i m i 
n a t e d where p o i s o n s a r e s p r a y e d . R e v i e w i n g " B e n e f i c i a l 
I n s e c t s " E. G r a n t Watson w r i t e s "Are any c r e a t u r e s harm
f u l ? Do n o t h a r m f u l and h a r m l e s s i n t e r a c t on one a n o t h e r 
i n ways n o t y e t t o be measured?" 

" B e n e f i c i a l I n s e c t s " was w r i t t e n t o h e l p n o n - s c i e n 
t i s t r e a d e r s u n d e r s t a n d t h e b i o l o g i c c o n t r o l o f i n s e c t 
p e s t s and t o g r a s p i t s p r e s e n t and f u t u r e p o s s i b i l i t i e s . 
The a u t h o r d e a l s w i t h p a r a s i t e s , p r e d a t o r s and d i s e a s e 
a g a i n s t p e s t s , o m i t t i n g t h e a c c e s s o r y a l t e r n a t i v e s t o 
c h e m i c a l s ( f o r space r e a s o n ) . He s u g g e s t s t h a t many 
p r e d a t o r s c o u l d be c u l t i v a t e d and s o l d t o h o r t i c u l t u r a l -
i s t s as s a f e s u b s t i t u t e s f o r p o i s o n s w h i c h have e l i m i 
n a t e d too many l i v i n g t h i n g s r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e i r n e u t r a l 
o r b e n e f i c i a l a t t r i b u t e s . He q u o t e s P a u l DeBach, " P a r t i a l 
s u c c e s s e s t e n d t o be o v e r l o o k e d o r d i s c o u n t e d b u t none
t h e l e s s t h e y o f t e n r e p r e s e n t a c o n s i d e r a b l e s a v i n g as 
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measured by r e d u c t i o n o f damage o r l e s s e n e d need o f t r e a t 
ment". ( P r o c e e d i n g s o f the H a w a i i a n E n t o m o l o g i c a l Soc./62) 
He w r i t e s "The day w i l l come when s c i e n t i s t s w i l l have t h e 
i n f o r m a t i o n and a b i l i t y t o b l e n d a l l methods i n t o c o n t r o l 
p r a c t i c e s t h a t w i l l be the b e s t f o r s p e c i f i c t i m e s and 
c o n d i t i o n s " , and adds t h a t t h e day w i l l a r r i v e s o o n e r 
t h r o u g h p u b l i c awareness and u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f b i o l o g i c a l 
c o n t r o l . 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

You r new e d i t o r assumes r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r "The 
N a t u r a l i s t " w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n c e r n . The h i g h s t a n d a r d 
o f a r t i c l e s s h o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d and I hope you w i l l c o n 
t i n u e t o send i n c o n t r i b u t i o n s r e g u l a r l y . 

I hope t o be a b l e t o g a t h e r t o g e t h e r a b a l a n c e d d i e t 
o f r e a d i n g - a r t i c l e s from a l l departments o f th e N a t u r a l 
H i s t o r y S o c i e t y . P l e a s e make n o t e o f i n t e r e s t i n g l o c a l 
i t e m s t h a t come t o you r a t t e n t i o n and send them i n . Remem
be r my b a c k g r o u n d i s t h e p r a i r i e s . A l s o , I am s u r e t h e 
r e a d e r s a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n n a t u r a l h i s t o r y beyond t h e l o c a l 
s c ene and we s h o u l d have a r t i c l e s and i n f o r m a t i o n about 
many p l a c e s from t i m e t o t i m e . S h o r t , snappy book r e v i e w s 
a r e a l w a y s i n o r d e r . 

Never t h i n k t h a t i n d i v i d u a l h e l p does n o t c o u n t f o r 
much. 

My t y p x w r i t x r works q u i t x w x l l , x c c x p t f o r onx o f t h x 
k x y s . I t i s t r u x t h a t t h x r x a r x 46 o t h x r s t h a t f u n c t i o n 
p x r f x c t l y w x l l , b u t j u s t onx makxs a d i f f x r x n c x . 

You may say t o y o u r s x l f " w x l l , I am o n l y onx, no onx 
w i l l m i s s mx i f I don't sxnd i n t h x m a t x r l a l , t h x r x a r x 
o t h x r s who w i l l do my work." B u t you a r x m i s s x d . Rx-
mxmbxr my t y p x w r i t x r and say " I am t h x k x y p x r s o n , I am 
nx x d x d . " 

3|c J^J 

HABITS OF FRANKLIN'S GROUND S Q U I R R E L , C i t e l l u s f r a n k l i n i 
By Dr. L.G. Saun d e r s . 

We s h a l l n e v e r know how a bush gopher came t o s e t up 
house under t h e c a b i n o f a summer camp on an i s l a n d i n 
n o r t h e r n Saskatchewan, b u t t h e r e he was; he was f i r s t , 
and he was s t a y i n g . Someone c h r i s t e n e d him John W i l l i e , 
and everyone l o v e d him. That f i r s t summer he had i t a l l 
h i s own way; he g o t so h o l d he would come i n t o t h e c a b i n 
and s e a r c h t h e t a b l e , t h e cup b o a r d s , and o u r p o c k e t s f o r 
f o o d . Soon he was e a t i n g from t h e c a t s ' d i s h , t o t h e i r 
o b v i o u s d i s g u s t . 

O f t e n o u t i n the woods we would h e a r a r u s t l i n g among 
th e d r y l e a v e s and a h i g h - p i t c h e d " W i l l y , W i l l y , W i l l y " 
w o u l d b r i n g him s c a m p e r i n g . Of c o u r s e we had t o produce 
something e d i b l e : a n u t , a r a i s i n , a cutworm. B u t n o t a 
p e n t a t o m i d s t i n k bug; I t r i e d t h a t on him once, and was he 
i n s u l t e d ! L i k e a l l n o r t h e r n d i s t r i c t s , t h e p l a c e swarmed 
w i t h m o s q u i t o e s w h i c h we f o u g h t w i t h smoke and dope and 
n e t s , b u t W i l l i e w ould l e t a m o s q u i t o gorge on t h e end o f 
h i s nose and n e v e r l i f t a paw. 

When camp was b r o k e n a t the b e g i n n i n g o f September, 
J o h n W i l l i e was s l e e k and f a t , and no doubt had a most 
u n u s u a l s t o r e o f p r o v e n d e r down i n t h a t h o l e . I t was a 
g l o r i o u s f a l l and we came back f o r t h e T h a n k s g i v i n g week
end, b u t no W i l l i e was i n e v i d e n c e ; he must have gone i n t o 
h i b e r n a t i o n some time i n September i n s p i t e o f t h e m i l d 
w e a t h e r . 

Camp was r e o c c u p i e d on May 20th and Joh n W i l l i e was 
t h e r e , tame as e v e r and l o o k i n g f o r e a s y p i c k i n g s . There 
were o t h e r W i l l i e s now, l e s s tame b u t n o t t o o shy t o be 
seen about t h e c l e a r i n g . How had t h e y r e a c h e d t h e i s l a n d 
when they a r e supposed t o s l e e p a l l t h r o u g h t h e f r e e z e - u p ? 
Or do t h e y swim? Many W i l l i e - f i g h t s b r o k e t h e s y l v a n 
peace o f camp, from w h i c h t h e O l d B r u t e g r a d u a l l y emerged 
as b o s s . Subsequent e v e n t s p r o v e d t h a t t h e s e were a l l 
b a c h e l o r s u i t o r s , and o u r John W i l l i e was a l a d y ' B u t t h e 
name had s t u c k and Joh n W i l l i e she remained. Long a f t e r 
th e g l a d i a t o r s had d e p a r t e d , about t h e end o f J u l y , some 
v e r y wobbly l i t t l e W i l l i e s a p p e a r e d , w i t h e x t r a v a g a n t 
heads and t h e i n s o u c i a n c e o f t h e i r mother. I t took some 
ti m e t o d e t e r m i n e t h a t t h e r e were f i v e i n a l l , f o r a g i n g 
and p l a y i n g a r o u n d t h e c l e a r i n g from morning t o n i g h t . 
They i n v a d e d e v e r y t h i n g , even t h e c l o s e s t p r e s e r v e s o f 
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Mother J o h n and were p r o m p t l y c h i v v i e d out a g a i n , f o r now 
t h a t she had put them on t h e i r f e e t she was f i n i s h e d w i t h 
them. A f t e r a week or two of t h i s p e s t i l e n c e she gave up 
and d e p a r t e d f o r f r e s h f i e l d s ; a t l e a s t we l i k e t o t h i n k 
so r a t h e r t h a n t h a t she f e l l v i c t i m t o some hawk or o w l . 

The y o u n g s t e r s t h r i v e d and grew a l m o s t o v e r n i g h t . 
I n a s h o r t t i m e t h e i r b o d i e s had caught up w i t h t h e i r 
heads and one had t o l o o k t w i c e t o be s u r e i t wasn't J o h n 
W i l l i e r e t u r n e d . They r o l l e d a r o u n d i n t h e morning sun
l i g h t , w r e s t l i n g l i k e l i t t l e b e a r cubs, t h e i r s h o r t arms 
c l a s p e d around t h e o t h e r ' s s h o u l d e r s , s t r a i n i n g and push
i n g u n t i l one gave up and f l e d c u s s i n g t h r o u g h t h e b u s h . 
O c c a s i o n a l l y we w i t n e s s e d a n o t h e r p e r f o r m a n c e i n w h i c h 
two young W i l l i e s c r o u c h e d s i d e by s i d e , head t o t a i l , 
and pushed si d e w a y s a t each o t h e r , g r u n t i n g and g r o w l i n g 
and a u d i b l y g r i t t i n g t h e i r t e e t h . No p a r t i c u l a r c l i m a x 
ended t h i s e x e r c i s e and i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e r e m a i n s a mystery. 

W i t h humans a c c e p t e d as h a r m l e s s and even u s e f u l 
a n i m a l s , f e e d i n g h a b i t s c o u l d be f r e e l y o b s e r v e d . O f t e n 
i n t h e dense g r o w t h o f f l o w e r i n g p l a n t s and r e e d s a l o n g 
t h e l a k e s h o r e , movement would be d i s c e r n e d and c l o s e r 
i n s p e c t i o n r e v e a l e d a W i l l i e h a u l i n g down s t a l k s of Com
mon Hawkweed hand o v e r hand u n t i l t h e heads c o u l d be 
r e a c h e d . O n l y t h e base of t h e seed head was e a t e n , and 
o n l y a t a c e r t a i n s t a g e of m a t u r i t y , n o t t o o g r e e n , not 
t o o r i p e . L i t t l e t e n t a t i v e h o l e s and s c r a t c h i n g s ap
p e a r e d a l l o v e r t h e c l e a r i n g , and one day a more d e f i n i t e 
e x c a v a t i o n was f o u n d i n t h e s i d e o f a bank, w i t h some
t h i n g w h i t e showing a t t h e b o ttom. I n v e s t i g a t i o n w i t h a 
t r o w e l d i s c l o s e d a v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e p o r t i o n of fungus 
s c l e r o t i u m , F o l y p o r u s t u k a h o e . I t was a t t h e c r i s p , 
chumpy s t a g e , l i k e c e l e r y r o o t , and seemed good enough 
t o e a t ; o f f e r e d t o J o h n W i l l i e i t was a c c e p t e d w i t h 
a v i d i t y , b u t t h e y o u n g s t e r s were not q u i t e s u r e t h e y 
l i k e d i t . B i r d s ' eggs were no doubt a normal f o o d , f o r 
W i l l i e s were o f t e n seen c l i m b i n g i n bushes and v i n e s 
some f e e t f r o m t h e g round. To t e s t t h i s a hen's egg was 
o f f e r e d . D i d t h e y know what i t was? They c e r t a i n l y d i d . 
Here was bonanza, b u t t h e i r jaws w o u l d not open wide 
enough t o p u n c t u r e the s h e l l . One a f t e r a n o t h e r t h e y 
w r e s t l e d w i t h t h a t egg, embraced i t w i t h a l l f o u r f e e t 
and r o l l e d o v e r , a l l t h e t i m e gnawing f r u i t l e s s l y , but 
t r y as t h e y w ould t h e y c o u l d not b r o a c h t h e t r e a s u r e . 
There i s no r e c o r d of i t s u l t i m a t e f a t e : p erhaps i t went 
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b a c k i n t o s t o c k , f o r eggs were p r e c i o u s a t t h e l a k e . 

A number of b i r d s t u d y s k i n s were b e i n g p r e p a r e d a t 
camp, and t h e p a t h e t i c l i t t l e c a r c a s s e s were e a t e n i n a s 
t o n i s h i n g q u a n t i t y by W i l l i e s , i f t h e y g o t t h e r e b e f o r e 
t h e Whisky J a c k . I t was more s u r p r i s i n g t o see them 
d r i n k i n g m i l k s i n c e t h a t i s q u i t e d i v o r c e d f r o m a n y t h i n g 
t h e y c o u l d g e t i n n a t u r e , u n l e s s they can a s s o c i a t e i t 
w i t h t h e i r i n f a n t days and mother. O i l s and f a t s seemed 
t o come f i r s t : a b u t t e r paper was s h e e r d e l i g h t , though 
o f c o u r s e the b u t t e r s u p p l y i t s e l f w o u l d have been b e t t e r . 
They would f i g h t f o r days over a bacon r i n d even though i t 
became b l a c k w i t h d i r t . "What's t h a t d r y , w o o d e n - l o o k i n g 
s l a b t h e y ' r e s c r a p p i n g f o r ? " "Oh, y e s , t h e b a con r i n d " . 
Peanuts were i r r e s i s t i b l e , s h e l l e d o r u n s h e l l e d , and a 
w a l n u t c o u l d be e x t r a c t e d , w i t h some t r i b u l a t i o n , i f 
" s t a r t e d " . 

Each l i t t l e W i l l i e had h i s own p r e s e r v e around the 
o u t s i d e k i t c h e n and t r i e d t o d r i v e o f f i n t r u d e r s . One was 
a l w a y s a t t h e b a ck o f t h e s t o v e , or on t o p when i t was not 
t o o h o t ; he n e v e r l e a r n e d t o t r y f i r s t w h ether i t was h o t , 
b u t advanced c o n f i d e n t l y towards some a t t r a c t i v e - s m e l l i n g 
p o t , o n l y t o b e a t a s c u t t l i n g and i n d i g n a n t r e t r e a t when 
he got over t h e f i r e . S e v e r a l W i l l i e s s h a r e d t h e w a s h i n g -
up t a b l e more o r l e s s a m i c a b l y , f o r s t a c k e d d i s h e s were 
most i n t r i g u i n g and t h e r e was a l w a y s t h e chance t h a t t h e 
c o v e r had been l e f t o f f t h e soap d i s h . Once a W i l l i e de
t e r m i n e d he w o u l d g e t i n t o an aluminum bowl l e f t on t h e 
smooth i r o n t a b l e t o p . S e v e r a l a t t e m p t s t o c l i m b i n f a i l 
ed b ecause t h e pan was l i g h t and s l i p p e d away, and t h e n 
t h e i n e v i t a b l e o c c u r r e d and he t u r n e d i t c o m p l e t e l y o v e r 
h i m s e l f . Such a n t i c s as t h a t p o t p e r f o r m e d , sometimes 
g e t t i n g n ear t h e t a b l e edge ( w h i c h w o u l d have meant f r e e 
dom), t h e n away, n e a r e r and n e a r e r t o t h e h o t s t o v e t o p , 
u n t i l f i n a l l y h o t f e e t and r o u g h e r s u r f a c e p r o v i d e d s t i m 
u l u s and p u r c h a s e f o r a m i g h t y e f f o r t and t h e d r e a d f u l 
encumbrance was thrown o f f . W i l l i e s do l e a r n ; t h i s one 
was back among th e p o t s a few m i n u t e s l a t e r l o o k i n g f o r 
what he c o u l d f i n d , b u t he k e p t away from t h e p o t o f h i s 
i m p r i s o n m e n t . 

The f a m i l y was l e f t i n p o s s e s s i o n when camp was s t r u c k 
i n t h e f a l l , b u t n e x t summer th e c l e a r i n g was s i l e n t and 
d e s e r t e d . What c o u l d have happened? One day I was q u i e t l y 
s k e t c h i n g a b i r c h t r u n k deep i n t h e woods when a f o x came 
p a t t e r i n g a l o n g ; he l o o k e d a t me a l o n g moment when he 
caught my s c e n t , and t r o t t e d on. Need I say more? 



58 

FRANCIS PARK 
by Freeman King 

Yes we s t i l l have l o t s of v i s i t o r s to the Park. 
There i s hardly a day but someone comes for a hike around 
one of the t r a i l s . 

There are many things to see as you walk along the 
t r a i l s ; the mosses and poly-pody ferns are perhaps at 
t h e i r best and there i s a d i f f e r e n t "look" now that the 
leaves are o f f the shrubs and broad leaf trees. The l i t 
t l e streams along the r a i n f orest t r a i l bring music to 
the f o r e s t , and when the sun shines through the tops of 
the trees i t seems to be an enchanted land. 

The e x h i b i t s i n the Nature House have been changed 
r e g u l a r l y , and two large f i r s at the back of the Lab. 
have been taken down. This i s i n preparation for an ad
d i t i o n that we hope to b u i l d i n the not too distant 
future. A plot has been set aside f o r a Patrons' Planta
t i o n which we hope to s t a r t i n a short time. We plan to 
ask for a "Work-bee" at the beginning of the New Year. 

Yes, there i s always something new at Francis Park. 

* * * 

I meant to do my work to-day 
But a brown b i r d sang i n the apple tree 

And a b u t t e r f l y f l i t t e d across the f i e l d 
And a l l the leaves were c a l l i n g me. 

The wind went sighing over the land 
Tossing the grasses to and fro 

And a rainbow held out i t s shining hand, 
So what could I do but go? 

Anonymous. 

Vi A * 
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BIRD RECORDS - December 1965 - by Grace M, B e l l -

DATE SPECIES No 
Nov.28 A r c t i c loon 75 Island View Beact DS 
Nov.30 Meadowlark Telegraph Road TG 

Northern shrike 1 Telegraph Road TG 
Red-winged b l a c k b i r d Telegraph Road TG 
Bushtit 20 St. P a t r i c k St. GB 
S t e l l e r ' s jay 1 Lansdowne Road P 
Red-breasted sapsucker 1 Beacon H i l l Park LAN 

Dec. 1 Northern shrike 1 Cedar H i l l X Rd. GB 
Dec. 3 Goldfinch 4 St. P a t r i c k St. GB 

Sanderling 5 Clover Point FNG 
Ale u t i a n sandpiper 20 Clover Point FNG 
S u r f b i r d 6 Clover Point FNG 
Black turnstone Clover Point FNG 
Glaucous-winged g u l l Clover Point FNG 
Mew g u l l Clover Point FNG 
Bonaparte g u l l Clover Point FNG 

Dec. 4 Whistling swan 3 Wallace Drive EL 
Yellowlegs 16 Wallace Drive EL 
Bald eagle 1 Cordova Bay S&LN 
Gadwall 1 Blenkinsop Lake AP 
Heermann g u l l 1 Esquimalt Lagoon RF 
Western g u l l 2 

Dec. 5 Whistling swan 21 Martindale Road MCKG 
Red-throated loon 5 Sidney, V.I. A&ED 
A r c t i c loon 65 Gordon Head Road A&ED 

Dec. 6 Golden-crowned sparrow 8 St. P a t r i c k St. GB 
Dec. 7 Varied thrush 6 Al d e r l e y Road TG 

House f i n c h 20 A l d e r l e y Road TG 
Dec.10 White-fronted goose 3 C h r i s t i e Point RF 

Hermit thrush 4 Whiffin Spit A&ED 
Dec.14 B l a c k - b e l l i e d plover 20 Bowker Beach TG 

Dunlin 100 Bowker Beach TG 

KEY to the persons who sighted the b i r d s above:-
DS, David S t i r l i n g ; TG, Tuesday Group; FNG, Friday Noon 
Group; GB sGrace B e l l ; EL, Enid Lemon; S&LN, Sean & Lyle 
Newton; AP, A l l e n Poynter; RF, Ralph Fryer; A&ED,Albert 
& Eleanore Davidson; MCKG, R. McKenzie-Grieve; LAN, Mrs 
E„ Lansdowne; P, Mrs. Pike. 
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MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS 

EXECUTIVE MEETING 
Tuesday, January 4 

GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday, January 11 

In Dr. Carl's O f f i c e 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum at 8 P.M. 

Douglas Building C a f e t e r i a , 
E l l i o t Street - 8 P.M. 
Speaker: Dr.Donald H.Mitchell 
Subject: Some Aboriginal 
Adaptations to Northwest 
Environments. 

AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILM 
Friday, Jan. 14 
Saturday, Jan.15 

Oak Bay Junior High School 
Auditorium - 8:00 P.M. 
Speaker: Howard Orians 
Subject; For Generations to 

come. 
BRING A FRIEND AND FILL THE AUDITORIUM 

BOTANY GROUP 
Tuesday, Jan. 18 

P r o v i n c i a l Museum - 8 P.M 
Speaker: Yorke Edwards 
Subject: Learning to Know 

our Conifers. 
Even a Birder should know the trees, so 
leave your binoculars at home and j o i n us 

BIRD FIELD TRIP 
Saturday, Jan.22 

Meet 9:30 A.M. Monterey Park
ing Lot 

10:00 A.M. Black SwagQ 

Leader: Mr. M. Matheson. 

JUNIOR GROUP Meet every Saturday at Monterey Parking 
Lot, Douglas and H i l l s i d e , 1:30 P.M. for 
F i e l d T r i p s . 
Leader: Freeman King 
Phone: 479-2966 
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